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small and influential committee was appointed with Pherozeshah as
one of the members to take the necessary steps to safeguard the
interests of the Punchayet. The committee did the best it could under
the circumstances of the case, and though it was too late to save the
properties, it secured modifications in several important particulars.
Its recommendations were accepted by the Trustees, and formed the
basis upon which the properties were ultimately acquired.
Such were among the services which Pherozeshah rendered to the
Parsis from time to time. They go to show, at least, his living in-
terest in questions that affected their well-being, and dispose of the
absurd charge that he was indifferent to the call of his community.
It was a disingenuous cry manufactured in order to prejudice his
candidature for the Trusteeship. The fact was that the part played by
him at the time of the memorable Punchayet case some years before
had greatly offended the extreme elements amongst the orthodox
sections of the community. From the time of the Towers of Silence
case in the seventies, which first brought him into prominence, he
had had several opportunities of studying the constitution of the
Board entrusted with the funds and properties of the Parsi Pun-
chayet, and he had early come to the conclusion that the system of
appointing the Trustees which was in vogue was injurious to the
best interests of the community, and was in the nature of a usurpa-
tion of its inherent rights. His was the hand which guided the move-
ment, which culminated in the long and bitterly contested litigation,
which ultimately secured to the Parsis a privilege persistently denied
to them. He was always proud of the part he had played in the
matter, and even such a staunch exponent of orthodox opinion as
the Sanj-Vartaman had admitted at the time that he had done a
service to his community.
The action of the 'orthodox* party, which succeeded in keeping
him out of the Trusteeship, was, therefore, as foolish as it was un-
worthy. By what strange process of reasoning, if reasoning there
was, the electors were induced to reject the services of the finest
intellect the community had ever produced, they alone could tell. A
Calcutta journal was led to remark that the Parsis had provided no
more characteristic farce for a generation, and we might well leave
tte matter at that.